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vised and controlled by Pilsudski, the tribute should have been
paid to him.
germany's "equality"
During September-October an international crisis of the first
magnitude confronted the world. Japan, despite the League of
Nations, continued her activities in the Far East, to the embarrass-
ment of England and America and the apprehensions of the Soviet,
but the chief centre of the storm lay in Europe where Germany's
claim to "equality of armaments" had wrought confusion among
the Powers. Poland was vitally interested, for any revision in
Germany's favour of the military clauses of the Versailles Treaty
would tell against her as matters stood. On September 14 the
German Government announced its withdrawal from the Disarma-
ment Conference until the question of equality was settled in
principle in accordance with its wishes. England, Italy and France
expressed their views; the tone of the first suggested some com-
promise, that of the second assent to the German thesis, and that
of the third opposition. However, after visiting London Herriot
conjoined France, in mid-October, with the two other Great
Powers in proposing a conference, to be participated in by
Germany, at Geneva, but Germany refused. The deadlock
continued till December, when it was broken by an agreement
by England, France, Germany, Italy and the United States
which, with some restrictions, conceded the German claim.
Later, It was perceived that this decision militated against that
French leadership on the Continent which had existed since the
Great War and was equivalent to the hegemony of France over
Europe, associated as she was with Poland and the Little Entente
as allies. France had been showing a certain coolness towards
Poland in the latter half of 1932, and this in its turn led Poland
to doubt the value of her alliance with France. Only a year before
the Poles had been delighted when France had come forward
with a loan for the construction of the through railway connecting
the coal-fields of Upper Silesia, by way of Katovice, wth Gdynia,
and had seen in it a proof of the friendship of France. The amount,
as promised, of the loan was r,ioo million francs, and the first
instalment of 400 millions was paid—and then no more money

